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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, GW 

SUBJECT: BRANDT RESIGNATION: PARTY HOPES AND FES 

1. A QUICK POLL TAKEN BY THE WICKERT INSTITUTE ON THE 
DAY AFTER BRANDT'S RESIGNATION PUTS THE SPD AT ITS 
LOWEST POINT IN WICKERT'S HISTORY: ONLY 27 PER CENT OF 
THOSE QUESTIONED SAID THEY WOULD NOW VOTE SPD; 62 PER 
CENT WERE PRO-CDU; 7 PER CENT WERE PREPARED TO VOTE FDP, 
A LOSS OF APPROXIMATELY 2 POINTS BY THE FDP FROM OTHER, 
RECENT POLLS. 

2. DESPITE THIS RECONFIRMATION OF THE SPD'S LOSS OF 
SUPPORT OVER THE LAST YEAR' THE CURRENT MOOD OF THE 
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EVENTS OF THE PAST WEEK WOULD SEEM TO WARRANT. IT FEARS, 
FIRST OF ALL, THAT THE GREAT SYMPATHY FOR BRANDT THAT 
THE VOTERS HAVE SHOWN IN THE PAST LIES DORMANT BENEATH 
THE VOTERS' CURRENT DISCONTENT AND WILL SURFACE, PERHAPS 
EVEN IN THE LAND ELECTION IN JUNE IN LOWER SAXONY, IN 
THE FORM OF A SYMPATHY VOTE FOR THE SPD AND ITS NEW 
LEADERSHIP. 

3. OF MUCH GREATER CDU CONCERN, HOWEVER, IS THE 
CERTAINTY THAT SCHMIDT WILL BE A MUCH MORE FORMIDABLE 
OPPONENT IN THE DAILY COMBAT IN THE BUNDESTAG THAN WAS 
BRANDT. THE CDU, THEREFORE, HAS THE UNEASY FEELING THAT 
AS BRANDT’S RESIGNATION FADES INTO THE PAST, THE SPD'S 
FORTUNES WILL TURN AROUND SO THAT BY 1976 SCHMIDT COULD 
HAVE A GOOD CHANCE OF RE-ELECTION. 

4. THE CDU’S RESPECT FOR SCHMIDT S ABILITIES IS WELL- 
FOUNDED BUT, IN ADDITION TO THE OBVIOUS PROBLEMS OF 
SUBSTANCE THAT SCHMIDT WILL FACE AS CHANCELLOR, HE WILL 
BE TACTICALLY HAMPERED BY BRANDT’S CONTINUATION AS PARTY 
CHAIRMAN AND WEHNER'S PRESENCE AS FLOOR LEADER. WHILE 
SCHMIDT HAS LONG BEEN A TARGET OF HIS PARTY'S RADICAL 
LEFT, WHICH HE REGARDS AS A SERIOUS, PERHAPS FATAL, 
HANDICAP TO THE SPD, AND WILL NO DOUBT MOVE AS FAST 

AS HE CAN TO DESTROY OR AT LEAST NEUTRALIZE IT, HE DOES 
NOT NOW HAVE MUCH ROOM TO MANEUVER DIRECTLY AT HAND. 

5. HE COULD TAKE ON THE LEFT IN THE BUNDESTAG 
IMMEDIATELY BY DENYING EPPLER A CABINET POST, OR HE 
COULD KICK THE INEFFECTIVE BOERNER UPSTAIRS FROM HIS 
PRESENT POSITION AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE SPD TO, 

SAY, THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, WHICH WILL ALL BUT 
CERTAINLY BE OPEN AS THE INCUMBENT, LAURITZEN, HAS 
CLOSE TO NO CHANCE TO BE RETAINED. BUT, IN EPPLER'S 
CASE, SCHMIDT WILL ALSO BE CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED TO 
KEEP THE SPD FROM FURTHER INTERNAL BICKERING AT THIS 
TIME AND MAY THEREFORE NOT FIRE HIM. IN BOERNER'S CASE, 

THE ALMOST CERTAIN SUCCESSOR, BRUNO FRIEDRICH, WHO IS 
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COMPETENT AND ENERGETIC, OWES HIS CAREER TO WEHNER. 

6. THERE IS, ALSO, THE PROBABILITY THAT SCHMIDT WILT. 

HAVE MORE DIFFICULTY WITH THE FDP THAN WAS THE CASE 
UNDER BRANDT AND SCHEEL. LACKING SUPPORT OF HIS PARTY'S 
IDEALOGUES AND NOT HAVING THE WIDE AFFECTION ENJOYED BY 
BRANDT, SCHMIDT WILL PROBABLY BE FORCED TO DEPEND 
HEAVILY ON THE TRADE UNIONS. WHICH WILL SUPPORT HIM 

IN A CRACK-DOWN OF THE PARTY'S LEFT BUT WILL EXPECT 
TO HAVE THEIR WAY ON CO-DETERMINATION AND PROFIT-SHARING, 
TWO OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AREAS IN WHICH THE FDP HAS 
TRIED, AND MUST CONTINUE TO TRY, TO DISTINGUISH ITSELF 
FROM THE SPD. 
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WILL BE, AS IT WAS UNDER BRANDT, AN ADVANTAGE, AT LEAST 
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IN THE SHORT RUN, FOR SCHMIDT CAN POINT OUT THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT SIMPLY CANNOT PASS THE LEGISLATION THE UNIONS 
WANT. IN THE LONGER RUN, HOWEVER - I.E., THE NEXT 
FEDERAL ELECTION IN 1976 - THERE MIGHT BE UNION 
PRESSURE ON HIM TO SEEK AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY FOR THE 
SPD, A POSSIBILITY THAT AT THIS TIME IS REMOTE INDEED. 

8. THE MAKE-UP OF THE CABINET AND THE GOVERNMENT 
DECLARATION, STILL PLANNED FOR ANNOUNCEMENT MAY 17, 

SHOULD TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT PROBABLE FUTURE DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN THESE AREAS. 

HILLENBRAND 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL LEADERS, PERSONNEL RESIGNATIONS, COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, ELECTION 
FORECASTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 MAY 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BONN07526 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 13-0411 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740562/aaaacdhr.tel 

Line Count: 181 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <1 1 JUN 2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BRANDT RESIGNATION: PARTY HOPES AND FES 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, GE, (BRANDT, WILLY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



